Developmental process: family caregivers of demented Japanese.
1. Developmental process of caring for demented elders: the case of family caregivers consists of the beginning process (stage 1 through 4) and the awakening process (stage 5 through 7). 2. In the beginning process, the caregiver is unaware of the interaction between him/her and the demented family member, relies on conventional, general-purpose methods of care and on verbal communication, and consider care in terms of training and discipline of the person cared for. 3. The caregiver in the awakening process has realized that there is interaction between him/her and the demented family member, reflects on the nonverbal signs shown by the elder in order to improve their care, and provide warm and considerate care by making the most of nonverbal communication.